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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HOMING PIGEON ASSOCIATION 

COM Minutes Tuesday 5pm 5th May 2026.   
1. Meeting – opened at 5pm by the Chairperson. 

2. Present: Mr Michael Donnellan (SAHPA Chairperson), Mr Troy Tirrell (SAHPA Vice Chairperson), 
Mr J Jackson (SAHPA General Secretary & North Zone Delegate), Darren Aquilina (SAHPA 
Treasurer), Mr G Hodgins (East Zone Delegate), Mr Bront Andrewartha (South Zone Delegate), 
Mr Tony Perkins (West Zone Delegate), and Mr R Somerville (Hills Zone Delegate). 
Invited Guests Dr Frances Walters  
Special Presentation: 
Dr Frances Walter will be able to provide introductions from PIRSA to SAHPA COM and give a 
brief update from PIRSA Animal Biosecurity, including our current disease focus on High 
Pathogenicity Avian Influenza and other works. Approx 5 mins. 
Dr Frances Walter presented an introduction of herself and qualifications. Gave an explanation on 
H5 bird flu. Frances wanted to ensure good communication between the SAHPA and PIRSA. 
PIRSA are trialling vaccines for use in poultry, which would include racing pigeons. It was 
highlighted the significant risk to human health. Any member can call the Emergency Animal 
Disease Management hotline.    
Apologies –  

3. Previous Minutes  

4. Treasurers report – 

Darren presented his pre-paid summaries and cost of racing 2026. SAHPA COM have 

decided to go with of Darrens treasury report.   

a. SAHPA forecast pre-nom to be under $3, If we get 16500 birds pre-nom be $2.70, 17000 

birds pre nom will be $2.60. Greatly depends on nominated birds. Please see budget 

graph.  

 

BIRDS RATE MEMBERS ASSOC

CONTRIBUTION CONTRIBUTION

14,000       3.15$      44,100.00$                  19,220.00$          

14,500       3.05$      44,225.00$                  19,095.00$          

15,000       2.95$      44,250.00$                  19,070.00$          

15,500       2.85$      44,175.00$                  19,145.00$          

16,000       2.75$      44,000.00$                  19,320.00$          

16,500       2.70$      44,550.00$                  18,770.00$          

17,000       2.60$      44,200.00$                  19,120.00$          

17,500       2.55$      44,625.00$                  18,695.00$          

18,000       2.45$      44,100.00$                  19,220.00$          
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b. Finalized SAHPA 2026 Race planning Document approved by COM. Displayed on SAHPA 

website.  

c. GMOL has not used 10 k of SAHPA funds for the loft build, SAHPA now only needs 20 k 

loan to be paid, which will pay 10 k later in year. 

d. Prize money for SAHPA races reduced from $200 to $150 including SAHPA aggregate 

Points winner.    

5.  Business arising from previous minutes. 
   

1. I have received many requests from many clubs to change Pre nom numbers collection 

from Friday 1st May.  

Pre nom numbers collection Monday 6pm 25th May. All clubs will need to send their pre 

nom numbers to sahpa.secretary@gmail.com 

The SAHPA will finalize pre nom fees on Tuesday 26th May by 6pm. Pre nom cost will be 

advertised on SAHPA release forum and emails sent to Club Secretaries.  

Friday 29th May all members will pay their club and have pre nominations sheets given to 

the General Secretary on basketing for 1st race Friday 29th May. 

All clubs to have pre nom fees paid to the SAHPA on Friday 5th June. Late payments of 

50% extra applies up to Friday 26th June which is cut off for 

late entries. Reminder trainers are still $1 per bird. 

2. Truck driver, Michael to finalize drivers. The SAHPA has now secured a new driver and 

conveyer for the 2026 race season. 

Noel Saliba and conveyer will be Perter Vranek. We also have a backup team, but still 

awaiting confirmation. 

Both are new and members are required to be patient and show respect to our new team.  

3. David Perkins has nominated as back up Conveyor.  

4. Change of Public officer and Contact details to CBS done as well as Constitution.  

5. Mazda has now been serviced.  

6. Solar powered camera for the front yard and solar powered flood light has been purchased 

and installed. 

7. Joe has organised new lock for outside pergola area and Michael put an outside coded box 

to retrieve keys. SAHPA Hall club designators have been given access pin. 

8. Rayment trailer has new tyres now. Wheel bearings on trailers have been serviced.  

9. Pergola works update from Tony. Troy Tirrell has donated a new sink for the pergola 

Kitchen, thank you Troy. Kitchen bars have been brought. Tony has gotten insulation quote 

for ceiling, which is approved by SAHPA COM. Pergola area is now locked after hours. 

SAHPA Hall secretaries will have access afterhours lock box to get key to access pergola 

area to access SAHPA Hall. MSC approved    

10. Honor Boards ongoing.  

11. SAHPA looking for Trophy Sponsors for SAHPA races $100 per race, we thank 

Warrnambool RPC continued support.  If interested contact Joe or email 

sahpa.secretary@gmail.com , after the program is set. Spots are filling fast. 

6. Correspondence In –  

A. SALDC held their AGM 19th April. Cock bird special race will now be for SA long distance 

Championship points, also correspondence regarding meeting soon, discuss Sires and 

second Long Distance Race.  

B. Bert Balk has asked for capitation refund due to health reasons. Approved 

C. Centrals Club asking for Capitation refund and Hall rent refund for Craig Nisbet. Rejected 

D. Para Hills club asking for Capitation refund for Justin Horrocks. Approved  

E. Southern Districts Eric Joy asking for refund capitations. Approved  

F. Paul Bartlett from Gawler RPC is unable to race this year and is seeking a refund capitations 

fee. Approved. 

G. Truck driver unavailable to drive for 2026. 

H. Royal Adelaide Show sponsorship $200 approved. Also, Royal show offering main Areana 

release 7th September promotional event. Michael to organise.  The SAHPA is in negotiation 
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with The Royal Adelaide Show to have demonstration of pigeon racing on the Monday 

7th September which will include the truck driving around the show arena and a pigeon 

release.  

 

7. Correspondence Out –    

A. Advised owner of M2 clock and Benzing equipment the COM didn’t want to purchase. 

B. CBS applications of change of Public Officer and constitution. 

C. Text and email regarding purchasing two M2 clocks and Pads for Juniors. At this stage we will 

not go ahead as we don’t have any juniors actually chasing a clock.   

D. Advertise Trophy Sponsorship Donors, spots filling fast. Please contact 

sahpa.secretary@gmail.com if interested.  

8. General Business 

A. SAHPA 2026 Training document. MSC Approved. We also have secured a second tossing 

unit driver. Nathan Scerri, again Nathan is new to our team and will be mentored by Nick.  

B. Race Codes for Benzing API and evolution results, SAHPA 2026 Race Program has been 

updated with code changes. Club officials have been emailed program changes and Benzing 

schedule picture. Please see your race secretary, or by appointment Tony, Tom or myself. 

Tom has done up a procedure that is now on the SAHPA website.  

C. Benzing Members that want to go the SAHPA live results need to contact the 

sahpa.secretary@gmail.com so they can be put onto by Tom. Please refer to: 

Clock bylaw section 4. 

4.1 Benzing Live Loft Evaluation - the SAHPA COM has given approval for SAHPA members 

using Benzing Electronic Timing Systems to utilise the Benzing Live Loft Evaluation 

functionality in all pigeon races operating in the SAHPA race program.  

a. Members wishing to use Benzing Live Loft Evaluation functionality are to advise the 

GenSec before commencing official use.  

b. The Benzing Live system is required to generate (as a minimum) two (2) emails for each 

flyer – one to the club secretary, and one to for the SAHPA clock chairperson 

(sahpa.clocks@gmail.com). Emails shall be generated for hampering, temporary evaluations, 

and final evaluation.  

c. A temporary evaluation sheet provided by a flyer for SAHPA race result requirements is 

acceptable providing a full evaluation result is also available to sahpa.clocks@gmail.com once 

the SAHPA has closed the race. d. The club secretary is the person responsible for ensuring 

that the information contained in the email is keyed into the SAHPA race results system. The 

SAHPA race result system (SRRS) is the only accepted velocity calculator and is the source of 

all official results. 

D. Release panel will catch up before the season starts.  

E. Russell mentioned that the truck should be facing east on release, subject to wind on release. 

F. CCTV data storage to be looked after by Michael. 

G. Greg put in timber safety barrier northern dock, thank you Greg.   

 

 

9. Closed 7:25 pm  

10. Next COM meeting Tuesday 9th June 2026 @ 5:00pm. 
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