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Australa’s Premier

Long distance

Rock, aland
races has )
: . mark that man
fascinated pigeon fancierswould d
enthusiasts for as

. ] . ] haveseen on TV
By Paul Gibbs, exclusively for The Pictorial and/or in magazines).Alice
Springs is over 1350kmor
840misto the city of
Adelaide and is flown over
someof the most
inhospitable terrain,
consisting of mostly desert,
Ranges of ironstone, rolling
red sand dunesand open flat
country usedfor grazing
cattle, with some of the cattle

. . . stations (farms) being the
In those early years the race wasgiven a five day racetime, and  sjzeof the country of

many atime this was needed. Over ensuing yearsthere began  Belgium.
to develop acontinuing improvementin birds being bred for
pigeons of the Jan Arden, the eventand as aresult fanciers beganto birds

Van Wanroy andVan de homing in the late afternoon of the second day, with the main
Wegan’sto namejust afew of convoy homing on the third day.

the old tried, tested andtrue
long distance bloodlines.

long as men started to race
pigeons. Over the last 100yrs
or so special pigeons have
beendeveloped to compete at  wooden hamper was constructed, large enoughto house the
extreme distances not at all 24 birds that were entered. This hamperwasthen carried by
envisaged by early day train to the “outback”town of Oodnadatta that took 3daysto
fanciers. get to, the hamper wasthen transferred to a“Stage Coach”
to continue the journey to yet another “outback” location
Europe has aspecial placein ~ known as“Horseshoe Bend” that took afurther 3days, and
their hearts for pigeonsthat  finally another 3 daystravel to completethe trip to Alice

race points such as

Barcelona, Dax, St. Vincent
etc. Pigeons that havebeen
developed over many years,

The raceto Adelaide sees
Scarce opportunity for the
birds to find awater source
which is highly dependenton
the lastrains, and apart from
some dams and cattle
troughs that could be many
hundreds of kilometres apart
there is aneed for the
liberator/conveyerto try and
ensurethat they arewell

In Australia the pinnacleof a
long distance raceis the one
conductedin Adelaide Sth.
Australia by the South
Australian Long Distance

Racing Pigeon Club hydrated before their release.
Incorporated. Which is
registered under the Sth. Over the last 600km they

Australian Associations
Incorporations Act 1985.
(Refer to attachment, avery
official State Government
registration) I'm not surehow In recenttimes aspecially built unit hasbeen manufactured
many other racing pigeon andfitted onacommercial utility vehiclethat now
organisations around the allows for atwo day journeyto Alice with hampering taking
world would actually be placeon a Tuesday night, leavingfirst thing on Wednesday
government approved. morning and arriving late on a Thursday afternoonallowing
plenty of time for the birds to be fed/watered and restedfor a
7am release on the Friday morning.

encounter massive dry
(sometimeswet) salt lakes
and larger ranges of hills
beforearriving at two gulfs of
oceanto either crossover, or
run down depending on
which side they decideto fly
on.

As youcanimagine Alice
Springs birds areavery

established in 1895 and ; :
incorporated in 1926.The  The raceitselfisheldin late August (endof winter) andlor  Shec 1S58 ha/ng boen

SAHPA has always been a  early September (early spring) to avoid the heatthat comes to 1880’s.with the aim of birds
strong supporter of distance  this particular the region soon after. It has being c;apable of doing this
racing, those of 1000 plus beenestimated that the birds generally achieve around 750km {35511 event Al the birds bred
kilometres with the Alice on their first daywith sunsetbeing around 6:15pm with for this race have beenbred
Springs backto Adelaide sunrise being approximately 6:15amthenext day. Today it has  4own off the veryearlyimports
racebeing infroduced to the  beenrecognised that the average racetime taken to complete  from the UK with those early
raceprogram in the early this raceis around 19hrs. Bloodlines being

1900s. Barkers, Logan, Gits,

This particular race,as described above,is conducted from Grooter’s and Harrisons,

the town of Alice Springsin the Northern Territory, basically alongwith agift of pigeons

in the centreof Australia, not far from Uluru (formally Ayers

The SAHPA Inc.was

In conducting the first race
from Alice Springs a special
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from King GeorgeV to the Adelaide State Government
around the same time (late 1880’/early1900’s). These birds
being bred down off pigeons presented to the UK Royall
Family by King Leopold the 2nd of Belgium.

birds that dominatedlong
distance races that include
the Alice Springs 1350km
marathon along with many
other racesof 900km plus
events. Of course over the
years other long distance
Bloodlines have beenused as
crossesby some fanciers, but
in general the names
Goodger and Pryor arethose
referred to by manyfanciers
in South Australia.

No doubt today thereis still a smallamount of the bloodlines
of these veryearlyimported birds in combination with what
could be asmall amount of “Royal Blood” in many Sth.
Australian fancier’s! lofts to this very day, considering that the
presentday strains, which arestill highly respected, suchas
the birds from the late Alan Goodger and John Pryor that
contain traces of this Royal blood in their ancestory via the
birds from the late Vin Blanden’s strain which containedthe
RoyalStrains fromaMr A. E. Hall anda Mr Talbot.

The history of the Alice
Springs race can be traced
backto 1908 and up until

now (2023)has only not been
raced from for various reason
that include transport issues,
the Second
World War
and
prolonged
adverse
weather
conditions.
Since 1908
this event
has been
raced on 67
occasions
with 14
fanciers
having had
multiply
wins, in the
early yearsa
fancier by the name of Walter
Sellick won this event 3 times
1930, 1934and 1939.A
fantastic effort whenyou
consider it wasn’tuntil 1984
that another fancier, John
Pryor won it 4 times, 1984,
1990 1992, and 1998,
unfortunately John Pryor
Passed away at too young an
agefrom aheart attack and it
makesyou wonder if he had
lived on how many other
wins hewould haveachieved
with his champion family of

The secondconsignment consisting of 4 birds, thesebeing e SUperlong distance pigeons.

rung with the prefix D asbelow. It isinteresting to note that
JohnPryor’sfather, Keith

won this racein 1983, a
fantastic family effort. Other
fanciersthat had multiple
wins were Brian Donovanin

s ' 1996,2005and 2016. Another
1993 2nd Alice Springs. Van Roy x John Pryor No. 1 cock. to haVeSW|nS was the
partnershipofW & K Moyle
in 2000, 2004 and 2012.

The late Vin Blanden wrote in his, “Origin of his Strain” that
the Royal birds came to Australia via birds presented to the
City of Adelaide from the then Grand Father of the late
Queen, Queen Elizabeth the Second. He stated that at this
time (1900),the Royal Lofts contained the bloodlines of
Dechateau, Jurion, Jules t
Janssen,Vanderhaegan, Gits
and Delmotte. Unfortunately
though, the one thing that Vin
did not write sadly wasthe
actual arrival date of this
consignment of Royal Pigeons,
although an article was
publishedin the Adelaide
Advertiser dated the 23rdof
May 1902 that announced a
Royal visit by the Duke and
Duchessof Cornwall would be
coming to Australia and
mentioned in great detail the
gift of Royal Pigeonswith the
title of the newspaperarticle
reading “A Flight of Pigeons”.

e e

SS Port&[);ni;on broAught the first batch of Royal pigeons to SA in 1902.

In all there were two separate consignments, the second
consignmentwas not recorded, but atotal of 10 birds in all
overtwo shipmentswereimported into Adelaide from the
royal Lofts in Sandringham. Below is alist of those first 6
birds in the first consignment that arrived in 1902on the vessel
SSPort Denison all rung asHis Majesties(HM).

HM 524Blue CheckHen HM 541BlackCheckHen
HM 526BlueHen HM 622BlueCock

HM 533BlueCock HM 652Mealy Cock

The wing of the 19
Association placings before that win.

D 10Red Check Cock D 12BIlue Check Hen

D 14Blue Check Hen D 17Blue Check Cock

There’s no doubt that these early “Royal Pigeons” contributed
greatly to improving pigeons herein Australia, and the
descendants of the original gifted birds are still with ustoday,
in suchmodern successfulstrains, especiallyin Adelaide,

_ An exceptional and very
pigeonstoday that carry the namesof Pryor and Goodger,

worthwhile mentionis the
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