which must_ firsi
ful in the spors.’
They believe this “Le-
by some of ‘the experts
means of - telling “whether
certain birds will be. good
producers. “or c¢hampion
FACETS. - ool
No- doubt many first-

'year fanciers have,_alre_ady
made their examinations

Qualities’ of - their pigeons..
~In their Tesearch .they have
found that -:their. ‘flock .was
-eomprised of by rds; medium
size, and small - ones, pearl
eyed, orange, brown and bull
. e¥ed birds, and pigcons of
strong - colors ‘and .others of
weaker or ‘washy
:color. . !
~Their  investigations - have
‘Shown them. ‘that they have .a
mixed lot of ‘birds in the
and in .fact this is. all
can: he:‘learned—the pro-
Aand. . ‘racing’ qualities
found until: they are

o the. racine
rkable .bird: be-
ility ‘to find its

but the pigeon
We tend’ to ‘magnify ‘this in-
erited ability. simply . because
& do: not- possess it ourselves,
h;t the -young. faneier

is

not

“‘homing’ instinct™ a Ilittle
fhe. will find his cat
dog. have it; it can be found
in  many other animals " .and
various creafures of the sea are

—Inot without it.

o Al migratory  birds are
“equlpped with  this  “inbuilt
[€ombass,” and so are many in-

——1i8ects including the bee. .

At one time, the writer had
two Black Ducks which  would
fhome’ in  fast time n

—4several - milés  back to. their

»pond, aand it was not” sg long

230 that a team ‘of forty mebra

snches were given . daily: exer-

tise when they: would- trap back:
dnto their cage like a . flack of

‘oming pigeons.: - L ¢

ENDURANCE

*Ordinary

“red browed Anchds
(Waxhills) regularly ilew” tosses,
of - two- miles back’ to’ -their

tm a .fving . time of .fAve|

cause they have beeen told

that -there “are ways' and/

and assessed the potential(’

feather |

studiesh
and- hisy

“from |

‘owl-:in: an attempt. to

- Forget About The Signs
|~ " There dré' feiv neivco‘;ners 10 pigeon racing who are
not convinced that there are many secrets of seleetion

be learned before they can be suceess-

Tor .its courage and determina- pizeons 'in _bhis condition ‘over

tion, and  above all for itsithe entire racing season he will
gregt love for home which is|pe .a participant in the -prize
pioponsible for 'its - feats of |jigrq and not just & contributor,

physical. endurance,

The novice .- will eventupily P i Griain that - some of

his" birds -have “it.” and maaw

find that . some of his . birds . - chi
?{;}ve: atgtr' iger love 'for “home ?ﬁg e ;&%E]“ ,b(,‘ifeSm?ﬁl f‘géf,{,‘e’f?é
maih Qffcrence. (Riyecs the|ulone” the Tona "Il thee' ait

‘between . the
800d ones and theé:bad. :

He will alse lsarn that - this
admirable frait is  found in
families' and ean be retained in
the offspring by selective breed-
ng

physically able." ‘

The successful owner’is one
who accepis the fact -that his
plgeons are.-bred with the
ability to orientate, but. dbesa’s
waste his time trylig ‘te dis-
coyer the reason. :

- He spends his time stocking
his loft with those which pos-
sess the greatest love for home
and getting them inte -the re-

Despite what he may read, or
be ‘told, there are, mno' cerfain
discernible -"signs which .dis-
close whether “the bird . he
trait or mot,iv . o7 :
- Attempts to- assess the quali-

ties. of a mixed bunch of pi- quired condition.
geons are just so. much waste . N
[of time. "However, certain chars|” He -never becomes s6 smar

that he can tell his pigeons
how good they are, but prefers
to allow them to tell him.

He may al one time look inte
his pigeon’s eye through a
magnifying glass and. become
nrost embarrassed to read. what
his- pigeon thinks of him loek-
ing back through

acteristies. of the offspring of a
broven pair of producers can
be ‘used to advantage: Iater. but
by this time the -fancier is
no longer a novice

The newecomer' is advised to
forget. all about' the. ‘sizns”
and- devole his energies to the
task-."of " conditioning his pi-
geons . for-'the races. - 2
If vhe is observant: ‘he win)Side e
soon learn that while the signs| No doubt he was soon cen-
of quality in the untried bigeon | vinced that this served-no moere
are elusive, the sians of phy.|Useful purpose than trying ta
sieal “fitness are evident to the|look. down its throat to .see i
eye. - JROE " 7lits toenails were clean.
These  are the wrimary. a: The newcomer should “realise
most important signs ef{whi%g that the best signs to know are
e must become conversant if|the g
he is to enjoy success. and if he. accepts this ‘{zct he

e fit pigeon is a nicture{will make fewer mistakes -and

d enjoy greater success. - -

of stored eltgcg"gyc and  will Sti\t?
2C0N - among  thej- . . ) ] PR
TRAINING

like
unfit ones.

out H a

There are a few exceptions, 1 - S
but in the main the &F pizeon is The Railway training " sche-
seldom still ' the Toft, it is|dule begins on April ‘4. when

moving about slmost constantly
and its

movenients are effort-
less...:" - ) :

-~ It can Teave the ‘foor of the
loft ‘and alight on  the _ top
perch with“almost a sinsle fap
of its wings,” and is as light
on its feet as a ballet dancer.
- Its feather is clean and often
auivering &t ‘the exiremity .of
he taill, and its eyes are clear
and bright, N :

birds may be trained -on the
North line from Mallala, Bow-
mans,  Redhill and Snowtown,
Mondays -to Saturdays faclu-
sive, N
The South line roster “opens
one “week ‘later, April 1%}, when
birds can be railed to Monarie
South. and Tailem Bend; Tues-
days to Saturdays inclusive,
Peake will be Included in the
‘South line list on. July 4, "Tues-

It is offen a dainty eater days to Fridays inclusive.
which . is ‘never- hansry and Owners - are reques 4 - to
never-does it huddle with oute|make - sSurée - their - training

stretched wings over the feed | baskets are im .2oed order and
keep|safe to “handle: Release daorg

cjshould  pe fifted  with .leather
_that(straps or barrel bo G0 en-
tolsiare, £X5t spd simple” libération,

others away,

The apvice Wikl * f:
His is Lhe mosi valu:

e 1ot and- it ke

in the majority of

the  other’

easy-to-read visible ones, . -

',..',.,‘M‘.“r.,-wv e

g




